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can't make the major system changes unless we get to the root
c auses o f t h e p r ob l e m. An d t he f a c t i s we l o ck u p a l o t o f
people, and we' ve doubled the number that we lock up in the last
ten years. So closing the prisons doesn't create...get r i d of
t he p r ob l e m. I t j u s t s hu f f l e s t h e p r ob l em a r o u n d . An d I ' m n o t
going to stand here and be responsible for shortchanging the
p eopl e wh o h a v e t o wo r k i n t h o se f a c i l i t i e s a nd m a n ag e t ho s e
f ac i l i t i e s , a n d b e on e o f t h o s e s t a t e s wh e r e y ou h av e p r o b l e m s
in the prisons, w h ich we haven't had to face here, because of
'understaffing' and overcrowding, where you have people who
might be harmed, either the people who work there or the people
who are incarcerated there. We need to do a better j ob w ith
t r e a t men t an d g e t t i n g t o t h e f r o n t e n d o f t h e p r ob l e m , w hi c h i s
a heck of a lot cheaper than locking people up, and not p retend
t ha t w e ' r e . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR THOMPSON: . . .go ing t o so l v e t he p ro b l e m by c l o s i n g a
f aci l i t y a n d j a mming peopl e s omeplace e l s e . I don ' t t hi nk t h i s
i s t he so l u t i o n t o t he p r ob l e m. I t h i nk t he so l u t i o n l i e s i n
other areas, and I don't support doing this just because it
makes us sound good to our constituents that we don't want to
spend the money there. That's our responsibility. We have to
t ake ca re of t he f ac t t hat t he s e p e o p l e h av e c ome t h r o ugh t h e
court system and they' re in our prison system. We' ve got to
either get through some sentencing guidelines. We have to get
t o th e t r e a t ment i s s u es . We h a v e t o d o a w h o l e l ot o f t h i ngs o n
the front end. We can't get to it on the back end. Thank you.

S ENATOR CUDABACK: T ha n k y ou , Sen a t o r Thom p s o n .
Wehrbein, on the Senator Dwite Pedersen amendment.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: T hank you, Mr. President and members of the
body. I ' m goi n g t o con t i n u e t o o p p ose t h i s a mendment a l s o. I
caution you a litt le bit on the $3 million savings that is
p romoted here . I t may or m a y n o t h a p p en . I know i t ' s go i ng t o
e nd u p i n t h e st a t u s , b u t i t ma y we l l c om e b a c k t o h au n t u s i n
the deficit a couple of years hence. I don't overreact to this.
I j u s t t h i nk we ' r e t a k i n g t o o ma n y s t e p s t o o f a s t . An d i f I ' m
wrong, next year at this time I' ll eat crow and say I was wrong.

Senator

6638


